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Thos. M. Mitchell, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. 
President, Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 


The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, in their wisdom, have 
lected Captain Thos. M. Mitchell, M.R.c.v.s., D.v.S.M., to be their 
President for the year 1944-45 and there can be no manner of 
foubt that this notable democratic institution will be found to have 
elected wisely and well. 
Thus Captain Mitchell enters upon his responsible duties. They 
we ordinarily highly responsible at any time, but at the present, 
vith our beloved country in a life and death struggle with the 
ers of evil, the responsibilities resting on the President are 
a indeed, and a lesser man might hesitate about taking on the 
ksk, but no such notion will have entered Captain Mitchell’s head, 
jor here is a man great not only in stature—for he is physically a 
iant—but in character. One may here comment that the hour 
ly produces the man and in this respect the R.C.V.S., and 
hough them the profession, have always been singularly fortu- 
te, but probably never more so than now, when the profession 
being assailed from many quarters, even outside the field of war. 
But those of us who know the new President best will be content 
ith him at the helm. We know that he will never yield to any 
ptious criticism, but will carry on with that forcéful determina- 
on to keep the old flag flying with its proud motto of “Vis unita 


We may be permitted to take a hurried glimpse at Mitchell’s 
ceademic career. The son of a worthy father, himself a veterinary 
geon, he progressed from the local elementary school to the 
nderland Bede Collegiate School and, as he puts it, after a 
lormy career took the London University Matriculation at the 
ge of 16 and proceeded direct to the Royal (Dick) Veterinary 
ollege, under the late Principal Thomas Dewar. Then comes 
nother priceless record in which he states that his college career 
a further classic example of the bad boy who made good, for 
rting from scratch with a mixed bag, including our valued 
olleague Professor T. Dalling, he had no difficulty in being always 
h competition for the medals, though Dalling collected most of 
he premier awards, with our late colleague Robt. Simpson mostly 
mner-up. Mitchell “ stepped in” occasionally, collecting the 
onze medal for Ist year Anatomy, Dr. Bradley’s silver medal for 
tical Anatomy in the 2nd year and also the bronze medal in 
Histology. His appetite for medals seems now to have exhausted 
Mitchell also showed some ability at games and represented his 
lege both at Rugger and Association. In 1914 he won the 
Dick” College golf handicap, though here he tells an amusing 
ory of how after passing through the preliminary rounds his 
ponent in the final could not appear as he had pawned his clubs 
nd could not raise the wherewithal to redeem them. Veterinary 
udents were ever thus: I wonder if they have changed much. 
Captain Mitchell had been a member of the College O.T.C. and 
the first opportunity joined the Army and was gazetted to the 
oyal Army Veterinary Corps and served until after the armistice, 
ming a “ mention ” in the G.O.C.’s despatches for the campaign 
Macedonia. 
Despite all his activities and the fact that he is now devoted to 
tnnis, the new President has always taken an active but modest 
terest in professional politics: at any rate, so far as the life of 
busy general practitioner allows. he has given freely of himself in 
hering the interests of his profession and the practice of charity 
hich applies thereto. 
His friends who know him best will wish him well in the confi- 
that we have a grand President. 


J. W. B. 


The Advantages and Disadvantages of Livestock 
Shows 


CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY DISCUSSION* 
(Continued from Page 283) 


Mr. W. S. Krnc (Limehouse, E.): In dealing with the effect of 
the show objective on the health of the type of animal that gains 
awards, my efforts have always been exercised on the basis of pre- 
vention. My experience in this connection has been entirely confined 
to Shire geldings. 

Conformation is a predominating factor in this respect, as also is 
horse mastery. The study of conformation deals with the outer 
form, the relationship of parts with each other, and with the whole. 
It takes into account all defects, and sound judgment can assess with 
a fair amount of accuracy the differences between a show horse and 
a working animal, the specific type of work which any animal is 
specially suited for; for instance, animals utilised in the Midlands 
and large Lancashire towns, are not the types we use in London. 

The rapid examination by a judge of the form of a working horse 
is to determine his relative commercial value in the service in which 
he is to be employed. A very good knowledge can be acquired by 
experience of conformation after the animal is fully matured, and 
this study, as I see it, could rightly be regarded as a branch of 
zootechnics but for the fact that it differs from the latter in 
that it does not seek the condition for the amelioration of 
the equine races, but is intended rather to be a guide in the 
choice of an animal at the sale. It is important, therefore, that a 
distinct course for its study, and devotion to its extended investiga- 
tions, be understood. This study is, then, an applied science and it 
is therefore indispensable, before entering upon it, to have a knowledge 
of anatomy, physiology, and pathology, for which no one is more 
fitted than the veterinarian. We all know the perfection of judgment 
acquired by some people, quite ignorant of the science, which is 
obtained by a long experience of developed animals. But here I 
would like to point out that that ability is quite distinct and truly 
apart from selecting the colt or undeveloped animal. To be able 
to do that is a gift, and one possessed by extremely few people ; in 
fact, in all the years I have been connected with showing, I can 
enumerate only two men who had that gift. 

Knowledge of the horse arises especially from the ability skilfully 
to observe, compare and judge, according to positive information ; 
moreover, it is necessary in order to reach perfection to have observed 
much, and to have put into practice that faculty which makes the 
clinician, the connoisseur and the artist. It is when such education 
is considerable that we succeed in appreciating at once what good or 
defective qualifications the horse’ possesses, and it is possible to form 
a just conclusion by assessing the degree to which the good qualities 
exceed the bad. . 

If one reflects upon the types of gelding shown after the last war, 
and compares them with the geldings shown in the years before the 
present war, it is clearly seen what progress has been made by the 
abolition of coarse, curly and superfluous hair; also by the disappear- 
ance of rough or fibroid deposits in the heels (popularly called sausage 
heels), by the reduction in numbers affected with grease, and further 
the replacement of round shins by the flat type, also the general 
improvement in movement and feet. 

In describing the modern gelding I do not propose to go into all 
the essential points of conformation, as time would not permit it, 
but to deal briefly with what I consider the most important. 

Some observers have recorded that the length of the head should 
compare with length of withers to point of arm ; length from superior 
fold of stifle to point of hock ; length from dorsal angle of scapula to 
point of haunch ; also two and a half times the length of the head 
is up to height of withers and to height of croup. 

A long rein is desirable for showing, but horsemen allege that it 
predisposes to whistling and roaring. I have found that length does 
not matter if they are thick horizontally or transversely—then one 
rarely finds them go wrong. 

Withers should be slender, fine, with prominence of all external 
anatomical evidences, which invariably means good movement as 


* At the meeting held at the Conway Hall, W.C.1, on May 4th, 
1944. 
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distinct from the flat wither of the Suffolk and Percheron, both of 
which are associated with too much width between the fore limbs, 
and are’ consequently impeded in their gait. 

Flat knees with razor shins are desirable. Always avoid the tied-in 
condition under the knee ; it means trouble. 

Fetlocks should be wide, thick, well developed and free from 
blemishes. 

Pasterns should be of medium length. The direction of the pastern 
is in most cases too horizontal, while it becomes very vertical when 
it is too short. In the first place the horse is low-jointed, in the 
second he is qualified straight-jointed. The hoof-head or area round 
the coronary band, should have plenty of expanse (avoiding the bell 
. ig and surmounting good poe t with thick walls and wide deep 

eels. 

The back should preferably be short with massive quarters, extend- 
ing down to flat hocks, and the hind limbs should be set at a certain 
angle. This condition occupies a very important position in the 
minds of all Shire Show judges. I must confess I could never follow 
why it is rated so highly, as for the one animal which goes wrong 
behind at least 20 go wrong in front. 

Selecting Colts for Showing.—The practice I usually adopted was 
to try to get them in late summer or early autumn, so as to have 
adequate time to prepare for the London Show in February. As we 
never showed piebalds, skewbalds, or duns, and extremely rarely a 
roan, we were naturally limited to bays, browns, blacks, chestnuts 
and greys, but I always think no good horse is ever a bad colour. 

Temperament is an essential factor in a show horse, and good rearing 
plays an influential part in the animal’s destiny. One of the best 
districts in England to develop a show Shire gelding is the Fylde 
district of Lancashire. 

Preparation.—After the colt arrived at the farm he was given one 
week to get accustomed to his new surroundings, when he was 
docked under a local anaesthetic and anti-tetanus serum administered, 
then he was subjected to worm counts and, if necessary, treated, his 
shoes were removed and toes shortened, and counter-irritation 
applied to two coronets, which process was repeated in 14 days’ time 
on the other two. Cod-liver oil was given in food nightly ; our 
feeding was broad bran chaff and clover with hay and corn when out 
(no messy foods), and plenty of walking and occasional trotting to 
accustom him to being shown in hand. 

When one takes into consideration the fact that a three-year-old 
show gelding weighs 17 to 18 cwt., it is evident that the greatest 
care is necessary if his feet are to maintained in good order to 
continue showing; therefore I always made a practice of reducing 
weight between shows, also of administering vitamins A and D,,. 
and of applying counter-irritants to the coronary band so as to avoid 
brittleness, separations, etc. Shoeing is also an important factor. 

During the years of showing, we had two outbreaks of contagicus 
equine pneumonia with several fatalities ; the second one was more 
easily dealt with because the sulphonamides had come into usage. 
The post-mortem examinations in all these cases revealed pneurr o- 
enter'tis, enlarged spleen, petechiae, cystitis, and blood-tinged urine. 
It is oe, but quite true, that the fitter the animal, the worse the 
attack. 

Apart from these outbreaks, we had extremely little trouble 
throughout the years, and many of the best show horses when 
reduced to normal weights after their show days were over, gave 
many years of good service on the London streets, and even after 
that did good service back on the land. 


General Discussion 


Major Hamitton Kirk: He wines to say a few words in regard to dog and 
cat shows. Mr. W gh, in his add , made the statement that he could 
see no disadvantages whatsoever in shows. He (Major Kirk) was obliged to 
disagree heartily with him so far as dog shows and cat shows were conce 
In the ten years following the last war he was appointed Hon. Veterinary 
Surgeon to a number of canine and feline societies round about London and 
naturally he was asked to attend their annual s! Within two or three 
years he had come to the conclusion that the veterinary examination at dog and 
cat shows was an entire farce. It was impossible to make any real examination 
of the animals; they came up a ramp and had gone by without any possibility 
of an adequate examination: if re stopped an animal you were embroiled in 
an argument, which was resented by ex’ ‘bitors pressing up behind. Often on 
looking at the exhibits afterwards, in quieter moments, you asked yourself, 
“did I really let that one in?’ You sometimes received suggestions subse- 
quently that you s d not have let certain animals into the show. The 
Metropolitan and Essex held one of the biggest one-day shows in London, and 
the last time he attended that show he passed in 2,000 animals in a ome da 

He thought the solution of the difficulty was for the Kennel Clu ich 
insisted on a_ veterinary examination, also to insist on a prior hae 
examination, the exhibitor to be asked to produce a veterinary certificate that 
the animal was fit to enter the show. Furthermore, he thought that the veter- 
inary surgeon attending a show for examining purposes should get a fee. 

He would assert quite definitely that dog and cat shows, at any rate, tended 
very largely to spread infections and contagious diseases. Some of them 
might have noticed that in recent years the partitions , instead of 
being of open wire, were solid: that change was brought about his repre- 
sentations to the Kennel Club; also, it was one way of minimising the noise. 

risk of the spread of distemper could nowadays, of course, be greatly 
reduced by the prior use of anti-distemper serum. 

In regard to cat shows, it was a frequent experience to have cats brought 


into the surgery suffering from infectious enteritis which the owners said wa 
contracted at shows. 
Mr. W. PERRYMAN: Major Brennan DeVine, he thought, had indicated th 


position accurately in ae that the advantages of livestock shows wenfj 


great and their tages slight. Certainly they were of considerable 
advant to the oy — only did they interest the local folk, but they 
educated a large number of people in the matter of the desirability of th 
better breeding of stock. Concerning pedigree stock, different show centry 
bred different special breeds, asd it was at the shows that those interested i, 
those special breeds could most readily find the animals they wanted. Th 
large shows, too, served a useful purpose in that connection: the Smithfield 
Show gave one a wonderfully good idea of the quality of the ariimals in th 
various breeds. He believed that in the case of cattle certain breeds would » 
into foreign countries and would do well there, while others would not thriz 
at all, e.g., in South Africa almost all the British breeds were tried, and 
ultimately the Hereford proved to be the breed most resistant to disease. 

Capiain Scott DuNN: He wished there were more shows, and he wished 
also that more veterinary students went to Ls A then they might get to know 
the different types of horses, sheep, pigs logs. There was nothing tha 
annoyed an owner more than to be told that & ee got a wonderful Sealyham 
there when in fact it was somet else. 

In regard to Major Kirk's reference to the immunisation of dogs agains 
distemper before entering show, he was somewhat doubtful if the proces 
was effective. 

Major Kirk: If a dose of serum would immunise a dog against a subsequent 
dose of virus, was not that good ? 

Dr. J. McCunn: The title of t discussion was ‘‘ The Advantages ané 
Disadvantages of Livestock Shows’’: they had heard a lot of both, but he 


did not think there was any doubt that the advantages greatly outweighed any i 


disadvantages there might be. 
How had our livestock of all kinds, but especially the icultural livestod 


been improved? It was to a great extent due to efforts of the great landowne 
who took pride in their animals and tried to improve the breeds. From olf 
pictures you could see that they had improved. We owed a debt of gratitud 
to these men, who, even at some sacrifice, went into this matter of bree 
improvement. Times had changed and they could not do it now: it mut 
therefore be done collectively, and the main stimulant was the show. Even i 
his (the speaker's) lifetime he had seen the horses, cattle and sheep on on 
such estate improve in great measure. 
Take the Shire horse. He remembered that when he was a boy Long 

rough, big, clumsy animals with great tufts of hair, thick and gummy 

leg _ inclined to grease. ‘To-day you could not recognise them as the 1 san 


In these agricultural shows a tremendous lot depended wu 
he were a popular judge he might set a fashion, he — ype 
and that type might be pretty, but it might not be useful. He —- ae certai 
peo Wl have a great effect in influencing the conformation of dogs. One m 
he w altered the type and in every show that took place, as his type becas 
Soidonahhe, no one whose exhibit failed to conform to it could get a tick 
They did not want that: they had got to suit type to Ye and try 
develop something that would be of the greatest use afterwar 

He would like to ask Mr. King, why were flat shins better than ro 

He knew it was the fashion. That afternoon, however, he noticed that M 
King had indirectly supported round shins, because he had told them that 
horse went w twice as often in front as he did behind, eo the horse 
ae shins behind. Why should “ tied-in’’ be a defect? Any number 

-chasers, which were put to a tremendous strain, were ‘“‘ tied-in. 

ied-in ’’ was probably due to the pisiform being closer up to the back 
the knee, and the carpal canal was narrowed. That, he thought, should 
theory lend greater support to the tendons in that part. Nature had 
the precaution to bind , mel t tendons and the muscles attaned to the 
both om the knee and below. Why should the extra support be a d 
advant: 

A long time ago he was told—and he had since proved it correct—that 
good horse must be longer around the girth than his height: that went 

greyhounds, too. He had also been told that a good horse or a good 4 
should make a perfect isosceles triangle, with the base between his nose and} 
hip and the apex at his fore-foot. Did Mr. King agree with him? 

As regards Major Kirk, he, like Captain ‘ott Dunn, was bewildered 
his remarks. He hoped no one felt it to be reasonable that dogs should 
to shows with a veterinary certificate, because Captain Scott Dunn and 
functioned at Cruft’s at the same table and he would rather use his wits 4 
looking over a dog than in trying to identify one 

Miss J. O. JosHua: She would like to len Dr. McCunn, because 
agreed most heartily with his view that the veterinary profession should t 
an interest in showing. She could only speak in so far as d = 
concerned and perhaps to a ay extent poultry and rabbit 0 
ever, she could at least from ‘‘ both sides of — ‘betes bet 
an exhibitor and judge A. A for considerably longer than she had been 
veterinary surgeon 

In her view ~y ‘great value of shows was that they taught one the recognif 
of soundness, a quality which many people were unable to recognise - th 
was possessed by only about one in every five dogs seen in one’s surgery, 
them as they came. On the whole the po te exhibited were pon 
good health, and she did not consider the risks of infection were very m 
greater at shows than in ordinary life. 

Judging from the comments that had been made that day about agricul 
show judges being unwilling to give reasons for their decisions, she thought p 
haps the dog fancy must have some virtue, because Wilson, of the Star, had 
giving a running commentary during ‘his judging recently, with excel 
results. He was doing this with great benefit to the class of exhibitor ! 
whom he was mainly concerned—the novice, the who was newly co 
into the fancy, and she felt that what was being done with such success 
one case could well be done in another. 

One of the speakers mentioned the question of increased utility at sho 
That had been largely the aim of the poultry and rabbit fancies, during 
time; many domestic clubs had come into being and they had held shows 
this end in view. Unfortunately in some cases the leaning had been too 
towards that of the fancier, but in most instances utility had been the pri 
consideration. 

A disadvantage of livestock showing that she thought had not been mentio 
was the tendency to exaggerate certain features. The remedy lay, to 
extent, in the hands of the veterinary surgeon Take, for example, 
Scotties, with their long ‘‘ underslung ”’ eu had the veterinary sur 
ever pointed out to the breeder of the modern Scottie the fact that the acl 
dro skeleton of that fashion might tend towards a difficult parturiti 

. Wootprince: Whilst admitting that shows had great advan 
which had done much for livestock i it to him that ff 
had now become so highly developed and fixed to such an extent that it 
impossible for workers to carry out the necessary careful genetical rest! 
in order to see whether selected crossings might not secure further improve! 
of function, e.g., so far research had not been able to link up milk produd 
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said was 
tly genetically, and one could not see how that problem was to be readily 
slved, since dairy cattle had become so highly developed and expensive that 
it would be impracticable to effect it on an adequate poe Did Major DeVine 
agree that it was extremely difficult in present circumstances to introduce true 

tical research concerning the productivity of the highly bred livestock of 
this country? 

Mr. H. E. Bywater: He agreed that livestock shows had performed a very 
yseful function. They had also done a great disservice to livestock in many 
ways. The judge depended too much on fancy and fashion and not enough 
on performance. 

With regard to pedigree animals, fashion demanded that they should be well 
ed, well manicured, and as fat as possible. The result was that when 

wed for breeding they were too often of low fertility or sterile. Concerni: 

fat stock, he had had some experience in regard to animals at the Smithfiel 

Fat Stock Show. Butchers were now getting wiser: they ran two classes— 

one for the best fat bullock and one for the best carcase. The prize fat animal 

would often not be of much use to the butcher whilst the animal that took the 

ize in the carcase section did not ‘‘ stand an earthly ’’ in the show ring. 

Fortunately Nature had to some extent come down on the side of our small 
amimals: there had been so many cases of dystokia amongst the fashionable 
show types that she had gone some way to restore the balance. 

Miss B. L. Lock: In some breeds of dogs achondroplasia was deliberately 
produced, and her grouse both against members of the veterinary profession 
and against those who bred dogs was that they would divorce fashion from the 
wefulness of the dog. The development of Greek prowess and taste arose 
ages and&esentially from their refusal to divorce beauty from use. Anyone who had 
. but hf anything to do with the training of Labradors and Alsatians would support her 
ghed any in saying that the average modern judge would throw out the useful animal. 

Mr. re A. Tomiin: He thought Mr. Fitzgerald was in error in referring to 
too many shows, and that the best thing for rural England would be to get 
back to the smaller shows, instead of limiting them. 

From off Dr. T. Epwarps: As a scientific research worker he entered that 
discussion with some trepidation, because, as a brood, those in his line of work 


cated the 


it had been alleged, was to get to know more and more about less and less 
until, in the end, they lost contact with realities, of which: the widespread urge 
to exhibit animals at shows was a prevailing phenomenon, the significance of 
which ought not to escape their methods of scrutiny. 

He would like to take up Dr. Wooldridge’s point, as to what contact 
scientific research workers could now make with that problem of accomplished 
fact which they had been discussing. that afternoon. Dr. eCunn had 
lamented the indifference of the veterinary student to livestock shows and the 
processes of judging livestock at these shows. During his (the speaker's) 
career in that profession he had endeavoured to find out what one could learn 
from formal teaching about that subject. In the early days of modern veterinary 
education a serious attempt was made at some of the Continental schools to 
teach that subject and one had the classic standard text-books dealing with 
conformation, or ‘‘ exterior’’ as it was called, of the horse, such as those of 
Goubaux and Barriére, and Leisering and Miller. Later, however, such 
teaching seemed to have been abandoned, or absorbed, in the wider, and 

rhaps more rational, subject of ‘‘ zootechny’’ and animal husbandry. He 
istened, therefore, with great interest to Mr. King that afternoon bringing that 
subject to a point and endeavouring to teach them what were the points of a 
good cart-horse as he (Mr. King) knew it from his unrivalled experience. 

The question was, could one load the veterinary curriculum any further with 
material of that sort? It was extremely difficult to teach and, as had been 
said there that afternoon, to teach ‘‘ exterior’’ in that way had been likened 
to teaching the doctor the structure of his patient from a study of Greek 
sculpture instead of from the dissected body as in the study of anatomy. Major 
DeVine had referred to Captain Hayes’ book (which drew largely on the 
above Continental works) on the points of the horse: he (Dr. Edwards) had tried 
to pick up what he could from that book but he found it extremely difficult. 

Reflection on such a problem made one wonder if at the present time some 
drastic revision was necessary in our whole outlook towards this subject, and he 
thought Major DeVine brought the matter to a head very clearly. Alth 
to the present general regret the study of genetics was discontinued in 
University of London after the last war, advances had nm made elsewhere in 
it to such a degree during the last 30 years or so that it had been doubted 
by competent geneticists whether after all what had been attained by the old 
time breeders and ‘' fanciers’’ who had left little or nothing on record in 

rd to their methods could not have been much better done if it had been 
undone and we had started afresh with our present knowledge of genetics. 
In the plant world, starting with the knowledge of the principles of genetics, 
they had been able to achieve enormous strides, quickly, as in wheat, sugar cane 
and tobacco growing. On the other hand, for example, the Welsh pony, 
which he used to know intimately many years ago, was a sound little animal. 
r showing had started in localities where it was bred it was crossed with 
the Hackney to procure a more elegant animal and unsoundnesses began to 
appear for the first time. He remembered having an Alsatian, shortly after 
the last war, which came direct from Alsace, before the ‘‘ show points ’’ of that 
breed were fixed, and a very fine animal it was, coming from a line of ancestors 
attuned to a certain type of natural environment. With repeated breeding for 
show purposes, the temper, devotion and fine ruggedness had been bred out 
of the Alsatian, as seemed to him to have been done formerly with the collie. 
So it could be seen that, by following the methods of the “‘ fancy,’’ rather 
that of Nature, great harm might be done to certain races. Mr. King 
and others had pointed out that the type of commercial horse required for 
certain localities was different from that required for others. Scientific research 
workers in recent years had elaborated that point a great deal further. In 
South Africa, for example, attempts had been made by Bischopp and others 
to acclimatise various breeds of British cattle, but it was found that, even with 
supplementary feeding, in three generations. the breed degenerated and could 
permanently adjusted to the alien environment. One to confine 
oneself to improvement of the local Afrikander cattle, it seemed, if one wanted 
to retain — stock. A i = phenomenon had come to his own notice 
in India, where it was found difficult to retain in that environment the 
characteristics of an imported breed. 
subject of animal breeding and showing—which, it had been complained 

Dr. McCunn, was one of which the young veterinary surgeon of the present 
day was lamentably ignorant—was something after al! which he thought one 
to needed to study afresh in regard to its relevance and importance in the light 


nple, of scientific advances. Though undoubtedly much good had done by 
y SUMP them, scientific research workers realised that great harm could also be done 
e ach by competing for certain specific ends. For example, he need only recall the 
rturit® disastrous effect of egg-laying trials after the last war upon certain poultry breeds. 
[van Tt was fortunate that experienced breeders had not succumbed to the lure of 
hat, unbridled competition at such trials, and had continued to breed for vigour 
at it “i and stamina. 

, Thus, the alternative to the fancier’s method of adjudging the outstanding 
rovem’® Qualities of an animal, namely what seemed at first sight to be a much more 


rodue"® tational one, that of productivity, -vas also not a very safe criterion when isolated 


“year and he always liked to secure the first cross for feeding purposes. 


were inclined to look almost with distaste upon livestock shows: their tendency, . 


from all else which needed to be taken into account. All this made one wonder 
what were the limits to which the basic training of the veterinary student needed 
to be widened to take in later what was demanded in the way of scientific 
knowledge to enable him to understand the meaning of the many problems 
that confronted him. 

The Reply 


Major BRENNAN DeVine: It had afforded him great pleasure to listen to 
a discussion of such interest. Mr. Fitzgerald had said, ‘‘ we don’t want 
pedigree; we want utility.”’ They did want pedigree: they wanted more 
pedigree than they had got, and if the utility horse were allied with the pedigree 
sire you got the cross to which Mr. King referred, of which Mr. King thought 
so highly and of which he thought very highly himself. 

same thing applied to pigs. He purchased many pigs throughout the 
If you 
crossed a large black sow with a large white boar their progeny were omeuie 
from the utility point of view. They had proved in the last hundred years 
that by using pedigree male animals herds were improved all round. the 
case of cattle, 25 years ago if you had a cow averaging 700 gallons in a good 
herd you reckoned you had a tip-top one: people were not satisfied now unless 
they had a 2,000 galloner in the herd. Therefore, he maintained that the 
pedigree breeders had done more to uplift the animals than anyone else, and 
if they were going to abolish pedigree and go back to utility they were going 
to depreciate the herd. 

Mr. Fitzgerald had said also there were too many shows, and then that we 
ought to have a- National Show and shows in the North, South, East and West. 
We had all these shows now—a National Show in the Royal, the Yorkshire— 
also the Great Lancashire—in the North, the Royal Counties in the South, the 
Peterborough Show in the East and the Bath and West—and that about covered 
the country as regards shows: the other shows were only preparations for these 
larger shows; the county and district shows were where you produced your prize- 
winners to send up to the bigger shows. 

Many people had asked about judges giving their reasons for their decisions. 
Judges should give their reasons and it was a thing that was coming. ne of 
the most entertaining features of any show was a competition for young judges. 
In the ring they wrote down all their reasons for awarding points and these 
were read out publicly. That was the way to make a judge. If judges knew 
that they had got to give reasons for their decisions they would be far more 
careful than they were to-day. Judges could do a lot of harm at a show. 
When one came to the larger shows, where the judges were so apt to be criti- 
cised by experts outside, the judges were very carefully selected. 

_Mr. Fitzgerald had said shows were educational. There you found people 
discoursing knowledgeably on poultry, rabbits and bees, butter and cheese being 
judged and reasons given. 

Mr. Reed, like Mr. Fitzgerald, had talked about the lack of need for so 
much pedigree. But at the Hertford Show he (Major DeVine) always found 
many people were deeply interested. They were a kind of half-way folk, mostl 
resident in urban areas in or near London, with a yearning for farming ona 
breeding yet unable to go entirely into it. There they saw what they wished 
they could achieve for themselves. 

In reply to Dr. McCunn, if one got a leg narrow at the knee or below the 
hock it was indicative of weakness of tendons. Mr. King had said that he had 
noticed that at any rate a great percentage of cart-horses in London suffered 
from grease. That had been the bane of his (the speaker's) life: he should 
very much like to know how to get rid of it. He (Major DeVine) was of the 
opinion that there was a limit to height in relation to usefulness of function; 
you could get a thoroughbred of 16-1 or 16-2 of the very best. For a cart- 
horse he would put the height limit at from 16-2 to 17-2; over that, the horse 
was out of proportion, and we did not get the wear out of him. Mr. King 
had said also that the heavy draft should not be too wide in front, but he (the 
ane did not agree with him there. Captain Hayes—or it might be 

itzwygram—in his points of the horse, said that the conformation of a horse 
varied according to the work required of it, and Mr. King had told them a tot 
about conformation that afternoon. Fitzwygram, he thought it was, said that 
the cart-horse and the race-horse might be compared to the bulldog and the 
greyhound. The fast horse must have a very big heart with a comparatively 
small abdominal part; the cart-horse must have a wide chest, round rib and 
plenty of room for muscular development. For speed the horse should 
resemble the greyhound, but for strength he should resemble the bulldog. 
So that when you were talking about conformation you must have in mind 
both the class of work for which the horse was required and the class of 
horse—on general principles, the bigger the better: the bigger the beast 
reg & the bigger the chest, the greater the size of the lungs and the better 
the heart. 

Dr. Wooldridge asked whether if our breeding we were going to be able to 
use our theory of genetics in animals to the g d ge—if we could 
apply it as had been done by those working with plants. Hitherto, pedigree 
breeders had gone in for getting the best results, throwing out the worst 

i and keeping the best, and so they had been able to produce a type 
following a certain form. On the other hand, breeders of the utility type had 
concentrated upon the animal that gave the largest yield—the cow that produced 
the greatest amount of milk, the sow that had the largest litter, etc. In his 
opinion, the extreme care taken with the highly ‘priced pedigree animals had 
enabled their owners to eliminate disease. He could not see any barrier in 
the way of the scientist now going on and developing breeds from the genetic 
point of view with the object of eliminating disease, proceeding on the lines 
which had been adopted for utility. 

Miss Joshua was very interesting in talking about fashions and shows. 
Fashions had done a lot of harm in horses, cattle, pigs and dogs. The 
fashion in horses at the present day was to have a beautiful looking horse 
with four white legs to the knee. Horses with white legs usually had white 
hooves, and as a rule white hooves were weak hooves. He noticed that the 
geldings Mr. King had been showing round England during the last few years 
had white fetlocks: personally, he liked good black points. Fashion had spoiled 
many of the dog breeds: it had bred the brains out of the Alsatian and the 
foxhound: it had put an extra vertebra in the back of the Scottish terrier. 
The question arose whether this breeding for fashion did not give rise to 
dystokia, and it occurred to him that there was a greater incidence of dystokia 
in the small black Kerry cows than in other breeds: you got two-headed calves, 
five-legged calves, calves with bent backs and all that sort of thing. Therefore, 
following a certain fashion, unless it was along a natural line, was apt to do a 
lot of harm to animals. 


WEEKLY WISDOM 
It is useless to expect substantial advances in industry without 
corresponding advances in academic science.—Lord McGowan, 
announcing the offer by Imperial Chemical Industries, to nine 
British universities, of 80 senior Fellowships for the expansion of 
scientific research in physics, chemistry and allied fields of know- 


edge. 
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FASHION AND FUNCTION IN ANIMAL SELECTION 


HE recent discussion at the Central Veterinary Society 

on the ‘‘ Advantages and Disadvantages of Livestock 
Shows,’’ brought out very clearly the vital relationship 
between structure and function in tne animal and the 
part the veterinary profession should play in ensuring its 
recognition. in certain classes of livestock the snows 
themselves have been responsible for an improvement in 
tne general soundness of the breed. In the case of the 
Shire horse the exhibitors insisted upon adequate veterin- 
ary inspection of show horses and this has led to a 
material decrease in such defects as whistling and roaring 
and the incidence of grease. In spite of milk recording 
and laying trials, in certain species the type of animal 
encouraged in the show ring may bear no relation to the 
type giving most useful service. In many instances the 
beef bull which is high in the prize lists may be of com- 
paratively little use as a breeding animal owing to the 
subordination of activity to apparent meat-producing 
properties. The common and regrettable divergence be- 
tween show requirements and those of animal health is 
nowhere more strikingly illustrated than in the realm of 
dog showing. In the discussion attention was drawn to 
the possible connection between the high incidence of 
dystokia in certain breeds and the skeletal development 
of the type most favoured in the show ring. 

It is highly probable that defects of structure or function 
with a definite breed incidence, which are so readily recog- 
nised in the canine world, are to some extent prevalent 
in our show livestock of other types. Examples which 
spring readily to mind are the large, open feet of the 
Shire horse, which, so much desired in the show ring, 
do not stand up to hard road work unless much care is 


- bestowed upon them ; then, at the other end of the live- 


stock scale, in poultry, the exhibition Brown Leghorn has 
been so intensively in-bred to fix type that the serious 
defect of crooked breasts has also been set in a high 
percentage of birds ; to rabbit fanciers the tendency to 
sore hocks in the Rex varieties is well known, and so 
one might go on. It behoves exhibitors of all animals 
to recognise, and take steps to eliminate, those faults which 
may be established in a breed alongside desired show 
points. This is particularly important in regard to British 
pedigree stock, since success in the show ring is often 
the criterion accepted by our purchasers abroad, who, 
none the less, require utility in preference to exhibition 
excellence in their breeding stock. In such selective 
breeding the veterinarian can and should assist. 

It was, perhaps, a singular coincidence that on the day 
following the discussion at the ‘‘ Central ’’ there appeared 
in the columns of one of the periodicals devoted to the 
dog the following quotation from the letter of an exhibitor, 
taking part in a discussion on the high incidence of whelp- 
ing difficulties in certain breeds : ‘‘ Could not the leaders 
of the doggy world and the Kennel Club, with the help 
of veterinary surgeons, decide—when the war is over 
and this better world we hear so much about is being 
planned—to meet in order to lay down standards of show 
points in all breeds which will give the animals a life free 
from unnecessary suffering and the bitches safe delivery ? ”’ 
The increasing incidence of dystokia due to varying de- 
grees of uterine inertia encountered in breeds such as the 


Scottish Terrier, the Sealyham and Dachshund, where 
show fashion calls for an increasingly achondroplasic 
skeleton, is but one of tne problems which might well 
engage the interest of the veterinarian in canine practice, 
There seems no real reason why many such problems, 
rather than those of individual prophylaxis and treatment, 
should not be tackled in the post-war period from the 
viewpoint of positive racial health, now increasingly 
accepted in other walks of veterinary endeavour. The 
high incidence of demodectic mange in the Dachshund ; 
luxation of the lens in the wire-haired Fox Terrier ; growth 
of hair on the integument of the external auditory meatus 
in several Terrier breeds, which predisposes to certain 
types of otitis externa ; entropion in Chows ; herniae in 
Pekingese ; acute and sub-acute nephritis in young Scot- 
ties—all these problems and many more are worthy of 
the close attention of the small-animal practitioner. In 
co-operation with breeders and exhibitors, most of whom 
have the ultimate welfare of their breed at heart, much 
might be accomplished to direct dog breeding of the future 
to the production of sound stock free from special dis- 
abilities, and able to function efficiently in every sense. 
Although the efforts of the profession must continue to 
be directed primarily to the welfare of our food-producing 
stock, there would seem to be good reason for the small- 
animal practitioner, also, to look ahead and plan his 
contribution to a healthier post-war world, within his 
particular sphere. 


- 


QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT 


YEOMANRY AND CAVALRY REGIMENTS 


Lady Aps.ey asked the Secretary of State for War, in view of 
the successes achieved by Red Army cavalry, is consideration being 
given to rehorsing some light cavalry and yeomanry regiments? 

Sir J. Gricc: Not at present, but the question of changing the 
organisation of the Army in the light of the experience of our own 
and other armies is one which is under continuous review, having 
regard particularly to the operations in which the Army is likely 
to be engaged. 

Mr. PetHericK: Would my right hon. Friend agree that there 
are still certain functions that cavalry can perform in modern war 
perhaps more satisfactorily than any other arm? 

Sir J. Gricc: I am not prepared to deny that, as a general pro- 
position, and neither am I prepared to give a categorical assent 
to it. 

Lady Apstey: Has my right hon. Friend studied the progress 
made by the Red Cavalry recently? 


West Inpies (AGRICULTURAL PoLicy) 


Mr. Fraser asked the Secretary of State for the Colonies what 
action is being taken on the Reports on Agricultural Policy in 
Jamaica and Trinidad which have been published during the last 
year under the auspices of the agricultural adviser to Sir Frank 
Stockdale. 

Colonel StanLey: Part I of the Trinidad Agricultural Policy 
Report has been considered by my advisers, and I have informed 
the Governor of Trinidad of my general concurrence in its find- 
ings, subject to certain comments on detail. The report is one 
of far reaching importance to West Indian agriculture and has laid 
down sound general lines of development. Action to implement 
its recommendations is proceeding locally, but I have not yet had 
detailed information of steps which have so far been taken. Part Il 
of the Trinidad Report deals with research questions, and as such 
is affected by proposals at present under discussion for the develop- 
ment of research for the whole West Indian area at the Imperial 
College of Trop‘cal Agriculture. I have, therefore, deferred my 
consideration of this part of the report until the details of the 
main West Indian proposals are settled. The Jamaica Committee 
has not yet presented its report. 

* 

The poultry disease problem is a challenge to the veterinary 
profession. Veterinarians are the only group with the fundamen 
training to handle poultry disease, and yet they have largely 
neglected it.—Vet. Med. 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Operation for Recto-vaginal Fistula and Imperforate 
Anus 


ROBERT S. TOWNSON, m.r.c.v.s., 


Sr. AusTeLL, CORNWALL 

Subject.—A_ seven-weeks-old Spaniel puppy with an imperforate 
anus and a discharge of liquid faeces from the vagina. An operation 
was decided upon and performed as follows :— _ 

Anaesthesia.—Chloroform was preferred here to nembutal in view 
of the youth of the patient. 

Restraint.—The patient was restrained in the dorsal position and 
the anal, perineal and vaginal area shaved and cleansed. Cloths were 
applied in the usual manner. 

Technique.—({i) A probe was inserted into the opening of the 
vaginal fistula (just inside the vagina) and gently pushed up until 
the rectum was reached. It could then be felt against the skin by 
digital palpation of the anal region. 

(ii) The skin over the end of the probe was incised, thus making 
communication between the rectum and the anal skin. 

(iii) Rectal mucosa was then picked up, drawn through the newly 
made anus and anchored in four separate places to the skin with 
fine silkworm gut sutures. This was to keep the anus patent. 

(iv) The vagina was then again cleansed and held open by means 
of retractors. 

(v) The fistula opening in the vagina and its environment was 
exposed by excising a triangular piece of vaginal mucosa. 

(vi) The fistula was then thoroughly curetted. A 

_(vii) Fine silkworm gut sutures were then inserted around the mar- 
gins of the fistula opening, taking care not to penetrate the rectum. 

(viii) Finally, the margins of the triangular denudation were 
brought together. by vaginal and perineal sutures of fine silkworm 
gut, thereby buttressing the site of the fistula. 


VA EIA 


gee 


PENNS. 


v After treatment consisted of a laxative diet for several days. Healing 
was by first intention in spite of the site of operation. 

This operation is recorded because of the almost complete lack of 
veterinary literature on the subject. The technique which was 
adopted in this case was a modification of Schaule’s method used in 
human surgery. 

* * * * * 


Lead Poisoning in Young Cattle 


_ Mr. J. F. D. Turt, F.R.c.v.s., of Winchester, writes: “It may 
interest your readers to learn that of late I have had not a few 
cases of lead poisoning in young cattle turned out to grass. I 
believe that the probable source is those tin-foil strips which the 

rmans dropped to dislocate our radiolocation, as this stuff, 
4 flittersilber,” is usually an alloy of lead and antimony. Other 
strips without a foil facing but full of glittering particles contain 
possibly powdered mica. The strips were dropped in these meadows 
where the cases occurred. The symptoms shown were sudden 
blindness with, and without, paralysis.” 


The genetic constitution of the cow is a factor in the persistency 
Inherited genes, rather than environment, govern the 


duration of the milking period. The persistency of a cow’s first 
lactation period is a fair indication of her future performance.— 
Ludwick, Petersen and Fitch, J. Dairy Sci. 


ABSTRACTS 


[The Blood Picture of ‘‘ Pining’’ Conditions in Sheep. STEWART, 
J., and Hotman, H. H. (1944.) J. comp. Path. 54. 41-48.] 


Extensive biochemical and haematological studies were carried 
out on the blood of sheep from three different areas of Scotland 
where “ pining” is prevalent and where the aetiology of the condi- 
tion appears to be dissimilar. Where the sheep suffer from a heavy 
worm burden or severe debility, the blood shows a low haemo- 
globin content with an appreciable neutrophilic reaction. In some- 
areas where “ pining” is severe there were no significant differences 
in haemoglobin level and red cell count between normal and 
affected sheep, and in these areas the cause of the “ pining” is 
less likely to be helminth infestation than an uncomplicated 
cobalt deficiency. The results in general do not appear to offer 
much prospect that blood analyses will be of much value in differen- 
tiating the three types of “ pining.” 

It is suggested that increased knowledge of the cobalt status of 
pastures and soils and its correlation with the degree of “ pining” 
in sheep in the area may offer a better guide to the type of 
“ pining ” present than blood analysis and haematological studies. 
From the evidence submitted in the paper it does not appear that 
the physiological role of cobalt is associated with the formation of 
haemoglobin. 

A. E. 


[Study of Therapeutic Action of the Phenanthridium Compound 
897 against Trypanosoma congolense Infection in Cattle. 
J., and Bett, F. R. (1944.) J. comp. Path, 54. 
49-52.] 

The authors claim that their work shows that phenanthridium 
compound 897 (7-amino-9 (p-aminopheny])-10-methyl-phenan- 
thridine chloride) 1s one of the most useful trypanocides available 
for the treatment of infections of cattle with Trypanosoma congo- 
lense, which are very intractable. Two strains of T. congolense 
were used for the experiments and cattle were treated with a 1 per 
cent. solution of the drug, because its low solubility prevented the 
use of more concentrated solutions. If its solubility could be 
increased, it would be more useful. The highest non-toxic intra- 
venous dose was 3:0 mg./kilo body weight, so that the toxicity 
of the drug is low, but its low solubility prevents the use of satura- 
tion dosage as a routine measure. The volume of the drug required 
for adequate dosage and the high percentage of relapses after the 
first injections are among the disadvantages of the drug. No 
chemical changes in the blood were found in the treated animals, 
nor were the erythrocytes, white blood cells, haemoglobin, colour 
index or blood cell volumes affected. The intravenous route or 
the combined intravenous and intramuscular routes were found to 
be the best methods of administration. For the experiments doses 
of 2 mg./kilo body weight given by these routes were used, the 
dose being ineffective by other routes. As a prophylactic the drug 
may be useful for the protection of cattle during short journeys 
lasting not more then 24 hours, through fly belts. It was found 
that 2 mg./kilo body weight of the drug given intravenously pro- 
tected cattle against very heavy infections with T. congolense for 
48 hours after administration. 

G.L. 


* * * 


[Ingestion Tuberculosis in Normal and in Vaccinated Rabbits. 
Mep tar, E. M., and Sasano, K. T. (1944.) Amer. rev. Tubere. 
49. 78.] 

Generalised tuberculosis, with lesions in the intestines, the 
mesenteric lymph nodes, the lungs, and the kidneys, was regularly 
produced in normai rabbits by giving them repeated large doses of 
virulent bovine type tubercle bacilli in gelatin capsules pushed 
well down the throat in a metal tube. Of other rabbits, vaccinated 
by intravenous inoculation of BCG six months or one year before 
being given the gelatin capsules, only three of 48 showed general- 
ised fatal tuberculosis; however, 19 showed tuberculous lesions in 
the intestines, and six of these had lesions in the lungs. In both 
normal and vaccinated rabbits, the pulmonary lesions, even when 
very few were present, were always bilateral. It was noted that 
when the lesions were few in number those in the upper part of 
the lungs usually progressed more quickly than those in the rest 
of the lung; this phenomenon had also been observed by the 
author in natural cases in cattle. The frequent occurrence of 
unilateral single or multiple lesions in natural bovine cases, on the 
other hand, argues strongly in favour of aerogenous infection. 


: 

Dlasic 

well . 
lems, 
1 the 
ingly 

The 
und ; 
owth 
eatus 
tain 
in 
Scot- 
y of 
Tn 
yhom 
nuch 
iture 

dis- 
* 
ie to 
icing 
nall- 

his 

his 
_| 
there \ G VAGINAL 
= 

= 

pro- 
= 
ares 
what 
in 
last 
‘rank 
find- 

one 

laid 
ment 

had 
rt Il 
such 
-lop- 
erial 

my 

the 
ittee 
nary 
ental 
rgely me 


296. No. 33. Vor. 56 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


August 12th, 1°44 


Questions and Answers 


** Questions and Answers "’ will be published on alternate weeks. 

The submission of questions for inclusion in this column will be welcomed. 
They can relate to any aspect of veterinary work and where publication of the 
name of the enquirer is not desired, a pseudony d be supplied, the name 
address also given. 

Answers to readers’ queries repr exclusively the personal opini of the 
writers, and criticism of the replies will be appreciated. ™ — 

All communications should be addressed to the Editor. 


Indications for Pregnant Mare’s Serum and Stilboestrol in 
Treatment of Infertility 


Q.—What are the indications for pre mare’s serum and 
stilboestrol in the treatment of infertility ?—‘ Quest.” 


A.—Pregnant Mare’s Serum should be used only in cases of true 
anoestrus (a) in maiden heifers (having a history of anoestrus) 
whose ovaries upon examination are found to be small and inactive; 
(+) in animals, having had one or more calves. which have a history 
of angestrus, and in whose ovaries no palpable corpus luteum has 
been found on two examinations carried out at an interval of ten 


ys. 

The dose is 1,500 to 3,000 units, subcutaneously, intramuscularly 
or intravenously; some prefer to give half subcutaneously or intra- 
muscularly, and half intravenously. 

'f no visible oestrus has occurred within twelve days of the 
injection; the animals should be re-examined and if a corpus luteum 
or corpora lutea are present they should be expressed; visible oestrus 
is then likely to follow in two to five days. 

Stilboestrol is useful in the treatment of anoestrus’ due to the 
retention of a corpus luteum, or in sub-oestrus (‘silent-heat’). 
20 to 30 mgms. may then be given intramuscularly a few days 
before the anticipated date of oestrus. Alternatively, when a fully 
formed corpus luteum is palpable, the operator may prefer to 
express the corpus luteum in lieu of administering stilboestrol. 

Stilboestrol is also of considerable value in the treatment of 
infertility due to pyometra, when an intramuscular injection may 
be given at intervals of ten days. If preferred, an intra-uterine 
injection of 50 c.c. suspension of stilboestrol-in-oil may be given. 


Treatment of Sexual Sloth in the Bull 
Q.—Can anyone suggest a suitable line of treatment for a valu- 
able pedigree shorthorn bull, 17 months old, in good condition and 
anatomically normal, but showing lack of sexual desire and only 
inclined _— and fight when put with a cow or heifer in season? 
A.—3 000 units ef pregnant mare’s serum intramuscularly will 
probably have the desired effect in stimulating sexual desire in 
the bull. This should be accompanied by plenty of walking exer- 
cise and the withholding of bulky foods—in fact, by improved 
management. Alternatively, Prolan-in-oil 10 c.c. intramuscularly, 
repeated at seven days interval; two or three injections may be 
necessary. 
Caustic Plug for Slouzhing Out Sinus 
Q.—Could you tell me a safe and efficient caustic plug for 
sloughing out a sinus, such as we often meet with on the withers 


of a horse, and give the necessary detailed instruction as to how 
it should, correctly, be applied ?—“ Undecided.” ' 


A.—The writer of this answer does not know if a safe and efficient 
plug (caustic) for sloughing out a sinus on the withers of a horse 
exists. Arsenic, zinc chloride, mercuric chloride are used, but it is 
difficult to control their action in such a site.. The ideal sinus on which 
to practise sloughing is quittor. A good agent to use is a mixture 
of mercuric chloride dissolved in “ butter of antimony” in the 
proportion of grs. xto dr. i. The sinus should be cleaned out. Soak 
a piece of gauze in the solution and pack into the sinus. Bandage 
and leave for two to three days. It will cause considerable pain 
at first, but when the bandage is removed the “slough” is well 
marked off from the surrounding tissue and if not sufficiently 
loose to come away at once a day or two of foot bath and poultice 
will usually effect its removal. It leaves a clean granulating wound 
which heals fairly rapidly. This is a very old remedy and method 
suggested by Mr. Parkin, of East Ham. Economically it is to be 
preferred to “ operation.” 

Formation of Uteroverdin ”’ 

Q.—What organism or chemical change is responsible for the 
emerald green pigmentation in a bitch’s placenta following necrosis 
before parturition ?—“ Seeker.” 

A.—The green pigment responsible, sometimes termed “ utero- 
verdin” is actually identical with biliverdin of bile. ‘‘ Odcyan,” 


which is responsible for the blue colouration of certain birds’ eggs. 
has the same chemical structure 


There used to be considerable controversy as to whether bile. 
pigment in mammals could be formed extra-hepatically, but in 
the case of “ uteroverdin ” it seems reasonable to suppose (although 
there is no exact evidence) that formation takes place locally through 
the reticulo-endothelial breakdown of blood-pigment. In 
event, the formation of “ uteroverdin” is a physiological process 
and does not indicate infection. 


* * * 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Retained Placenta in the Mare 


Sir,—Your “ Questions and Answers” column is a_ welcome 
feature. But the answer given to the first question on the above 
is quite inadequate. Five lines are given in reply to this matter 
while five times that much space is allotted to the reply re aural 
haematoma in the cat. 

May I trespass on your space to remark that there is no hard- 
and-fast rule as to when the placenta should be removed. Each 
case should be dealt with according to the circumstances which 
arise. As a result of retention I have seen a mare die 36 hours 
after foaling. On the other side I have seen a mare retain part of 
the placenta for six days with no ill effect whatever except a mucoid 
chocolate-coloured discharge. But for the latter the owner would 
never have reported the matter. The mare was treated and bred 
to service on her tenth day. Both these cases are very exceptional, 
but the result in each case can be readily understood. 

The principal fault which the writer finds with the answer civen 
is that no reference is made to the placenta which cannot be 
removed easily inside two or even three days from foaling. This 
is a fairly common condition, e.g., an attempt is made at removal 
12 to 20 hours after foaling. Part of the placenta is found firmly 
adherent and if removal is persisted in it tears and haemorrhage 
take place from the uterine mucous membrane. It is very bad 
practice to persist in removal in this type of case. Far better 
leave the adherent part and give appropriate treatment until separa- 
tion can be readily effected. In some rare cases a small part may 
be retained and escape a careful search. In such cases, apart from 
any general signs of trouble which the mare may show, the charac- 
ter of the discharge is indicative of whether or not there is a part 
retained. No case should be left until absolutely all trace of dis- 
charge has disappeared. If properly treated the mare can be 
covered on her ninth day oestral period and the chances of con- 
ception taking place are quite as high as, if not higher than, in the 
normally foaling mare. 


Kells, Co. Meath. 
July 15th, 1944. 


Yours truly. 
E. V. Key. 


Intra-spinal Anaesthesia in Bovine Dystocia 

Sir,—I was surprised to see that the writer, answering a question 
on bovine dystocia in The Veterinary Record of July 15th 1944, 
did not give any consideration to the important question of the 
alleviation of pain and suffering to the patient. 

Surely, in a case of prolonged dystocia, it is the practitioner’s 
duty, on purely humanitarian grounds, to consider epidural anaes- 
thesia where much manipulation, traction and possibly embryotomy 
may be required. There are procedures in veterinary practice in 
which anaesthesia may be either impossible or impracticable. but 
the question of the alleviation of suffering to the patient should 
be one of our very first considerations. 


Yours faithfully, 
35, Upper Garth Road Bangor. H. SMITH. 
July 17th, 1944. 


SEAWEED RESEARCH 


The Scottish Council Industry has announced the formation of 
the Scottish Seaweed Research Association. The Development 
Commissioners have agreed to make a pound for pound grant up 
to £25 000, and funds will be drawn from interested parties, from 
individuals, firms and organisations, all concerned with the develop- 
ment of the seaweed industry. Funds are now available to permit 
an immediate start to work, and this is being done. The reason 
for the setting up of the Association is a fear that the seawedl 
extraction industries may pass to the Pacific coasts where seaw 
is easily harvested. Two years of intensive work will decide 
whether Scotland can maintain its own in this field against such 
competitors, and the future of the industry will be the bases of 
the results of this investigation.—Pharm. J. 


of the 


the 
Williar 


‘| ; 
| 
RO’ 
The 
Colleg 
| Londo 
Mr. W 
The 
G. P. 
Messr: 
A.W. 
i Tutt, 
Woold 
| The 
publis! 
the 
i The 
welcor 
| meetin 
more ] 
The 
+ read b 
| The 
receiv¢ 
(who 
Brown 
The 
voting 
| Nan 
4 
| 
P. 
a 
of the 
Dr. W 
vacanc 
going 
genera 
occurr 
death 
The 
of Cor 
W. 
Boswo 
To 
whose 
To 
and Li 
1945 : 
oppose 
Mr. D 
only. 
Colleg: 
The 
elected 
{ The 
Ment 
3st, 1 
that all 


TH. 


* August 12th, 1944 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


No. 33. Vor. 56. 297 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 
Annual General Meeting 


The one hundred and first annual general meeting of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons was held at 10, Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C.1, on June 6th, 1944, at 11.30 a.m., the President, 
Mr. William Nairn, being in the chair. 

There were also present: Captain T. J. Bosworth, Colonel J. W. 
Brittlebank, Mr. J. B. Brooksby, Mrs. Muriel B. A. Brooksby, Mr. 
W. Brown, Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs. T. Dalling, H. W. 
Dawes, Dr. Tom Hare, Messrs. W. S. King, R. M. Loosmore, 
G. P. Male, A. B. Mattinson, Dr. J. McCunn, Messrs. J. W. 
McIntosh, W. R. McKinna, T. M. Mitchell, Sir Arthur Olver, 
Messrs. C. W. Ottaway, H. A. Reid, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Dr. 
A. W. Stableforth, Messrs. H. W. Steele-Bodger, A. Spicer, J. F. D. 
Tutt, W. K. Townson, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge and Mr. W. G. Wragg. 

The SeEcRETARY read the notice of the meeting, which had been 
published in the London Gazette on May 12th, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Charters. 

The PresipentT: I should like in a word to express a cordial 
welcome to those members of the profession who have come to 
join us to-day at our innual meeting. Usually at our annual 
meeting the attendance is rather sparse; we are glad to see a few 
more people than usual to-day, and we cordially welcome them. 

The minutes of the one hundredth annual general meeting were 
read by the Secretary and were confirmed and signed. 

The SECRETARY reported that apologies for absence had been 
received from the following members of Council: Mr. Holroyd 
(who was unfortunately too ill to attend), Major Sumner, Professor 
Browne and Dr. Share Jones. 


Council Election: Auditor’s Report 


The Secretary read the report of the auditor on the scrutiny 
of the voting papers for the election of Council. This showed the 
voting to have been as follows : — 


Name Votes Name Votes 
W. Nairn ... 938 R. E. Glover 545 
J. F. D. Tutt 739 Beckett oF 541 
A. B, Mattinson ... 722 A. W. Stableforth 528 
P. J. Simpson 710 R. C. G. Hancock 519 
T. J. Bosworth 696 W. H. Kirk ae 515 
L. P. Pugh 664 C. A. Murray 479 
Tom Hare 614 G. O. Davies 472 
W. K. Townson ... 600 - A. D. J. Brennan 411 
G. N. Gould a ... 582 N.S. Barron ; 376 
J. D. Peele 


- The Secretary added: I have to announce that since the issue 
of the voting papers and the publication of the notice in the 
London Gazette, another vacancy has arisen through the death of 
Dr. Whitehouse; and, as it is provided by the Charter that upon any 
vacancy in the office of member from any cause except that of 
going out by rotation, the same shall be filled up at the first annual 
general meeting which shall be held after the vacancy shall have 
occurred, it falls to this meeting to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Dr. Whitehouse in addition to the two vacancies caused 
by the death of Mr. Livesey and Lt.-Col. Mulvey. : 

The Prestwent: I declare the following to be elected members 
of Council to fill the vacancies caused by retirement by rotation: 
W. Nairn, 1. F. D. Tutt. A. B. Mattinson, P. J. Simpson, T. J. 
Bosworth, Tom Hare, W. K. Townson and J. D. Peele. 

To fill the vacancy caused by the death of Dr. Whitehouse, 
whose term of office would expire in 1947: Mr. G. N. Gould. 

To fill the vacancies caused by the death of Mr. G. H. Livesey 
and Lt.-Col. W. S. Mulvey. whose term of office would expire in 
1945: Major Pugh and Mr. R. E. Glover. 


Report oF RETURNING OFFICER, EIRE 


The SEcRETARY reported the receipt of the following report of 
the Returning Officer for the election held in Eire: Professor 
William Kearney was not opposed, and has been returned un- 
opposed for the vacancy of general elected member, and will replace 
Mr. Dodd, who put his name forward for limited elected member 
only. Professor Kearnev is therefore added to the Council of the 
College as representing Eire. 

The PRESIDENT: I declare that Professor Kearney has been duly 
elected a member of the Council. - 


Annual Report and Statement of Accounts 


The PRESIDENT: We now come to the annual report and state- 
Ment of accounts of the Royal College for the year ended March 
31st, 1944. This has been printed and circulated, and I assume 
that all of you have had a copy and have probably read it. 

Lt.-Col. BriTTLEBANK: I move that it be taken as read. 

Captain Tutt seconded the motion, which was carried. 


The PresipENT: We will take the report page by page. It 
gives a very brief record of all the labours of your Council during 
the past year. It has been a very busy year for the Council, and 
some matters of great import to the profession are not fully re- 
corded here, because they are really not completed. 

A great part of the activities of the Council has been concerned 
with the question of unqualified practice. We had our own Bill 
to deal with this matter. It was severely criticised by the profes- 
sion and has been amended, but we have not yet presented it to 
Parliament, because other factors have led to delay. A Bill was 
presented to Parliament by the People’s Dispensary for Sick 
Animals asking for statutory incorporation. Your Council thought 
fit to take steps to oppose the passing of that Bill. The matter has 
now come before the House of Commons, but the result of our 
action there is not yet known. 

Then there has been the Committee on Veterinary Education, 
usually called the Loveday Committee, which made a recommenda- 
tion to the Minister of Agriculture, ax you are no doubt aware, that 
a Committee should be appointed to enquire into the question of 
unqualified practice. The Minister mentioned in the House of 
Commons the other day that he was selecting names for that Com- 
mittee, which will hold an enquiry into this question. These are 
all matters concerned with unqualified practice and are matters of 
great concern to the whole profession. I am sure that we shall 
all await with interest the decisions which may arise therefrom. 

Are there any comments on page | of the report? 

From what is said on page 2, it will be noticed that we are 
revising our examination syllabus once more. It is a question 
which, comes up year after year and period after period for revision. 
We never reach finality, and I feel sure that we never shall. Are 
there any comments? 

On page 3 the numbers of students examined are given. After 
an initial rise, in the later years of the war there has been a fall, 
owing to war-time restrictions. . 

The SecreETARY: In line 9 on page 3 there is a printer’s error 
and “ the year 1942’ should be “ the year 1943.” 

The PresipENT: With regard to page 4, a great deal of work 
has been done on insurance certificates. A special Committee has 


- been considering this, and its report has not yet been completed. 


It will be noticed that under the heading “‘ Finance and General 
Purposes Committee” reference is made to changes in clerical 
staff. This is a very important point to remember at th‘s time, 
because it has handicapped the work of this Council verv much. 
We have had difficulty ever since we returned to London in supply- 
ing Dr. Bullock with adequate staff to carry on the business of 
the Council, and I feel that we are greatly indebted to Dr. Bullock 
and to Mr. Francis for the loyal way in which they have carried 
on the work of this Council under very difficult conditions. 
(Applause.) 

The next heading is “Insurance of Domesticated Animals.” 
This question was raised by Dr. Share Jones. It was found to be a 
very large question, and owing to the shortage of staff the relevant 
data could not be obtained to enable a Committee of this Council 
to reach any satisfactory conclusion, so that the matter has had to 
be delayed. 

-On page 5 there is a reference to the draft Veterinary Surgeons 
B'll, which is being held up pending any action by the Minister 
on the recommendation that an enquiry should be held into un- 
qualified practice. 

We decided not to arrange for any formal celebration of the 
Centenary of the College, considering it inadvisable to hold a 
function in London at this time. . 

There is also a reference on page 5 to the Library. We are 
beginning to resuscitate the Library, so that members of the pre- 
fession can once again enjoy the advantages which they obtained 
previously from it. 

We have appointed certain members to represent the College on 
various institutions, as will be seen from the report. The report 
also refers to the question of veterinary surgeons and military 
service. Representatives of this Council have been sitting on a 
Committee dealing with this subject, and have done a great deal 
of work on behalf of the profession. 

Then there follow the accounts. Are there any comments? 

Professor Buxton: I beg to move the reception of the report 
and accounts. 

Mr. Mirtcuett: I beg to second the motion. The President has 
drawn attention to the difficulties which face our Secretary in 
dealing with the work of the College, but he omitted to mention 
the name of Mrs. Bullock. Mrs. Bullock has been working for 
months underground among the wet- and fire-damaged books of 
the Library. It is purely gratuitous work on her part, which she 
has done to help the College and because of the shortage of staff. 
I think that this meeting should place on record some acknowledg- 
ment of the services which Mrs. Bullock has rendered. (Applause.) 

The motion was put, and carried. 
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Vote or THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT 

Lt.-Col. BrirTLeBANK: I beg now to move a special vote of 
thanks to our President for his conduct in the chair. It is probably 
not known to many of you that our President has been seriously 
ill and has come here under considerable discomfort. We appre- 
ciate very much his devotion to duty and the very able way in 
which he has conducted the business of this meeting. 

Professor Woo.tpripGe: I have pleasure in seconding Colonel 
Brittlebank’s proposition. I should have been pleased, however, 
if the President had made some reference to the “ Notice to 
Members ” which appears at the end of the report. I think that 
that might with advantage be emphasised and perhaps expanded 
upon from the chair, if the President thought fit. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. 

The Presipent: I should like in the first place to thank the 
members present for their thanks for my services during the past 
year. It is unfortunately true, as Colonel Brittlebank has stated, 
that I have not been in good health recently, and I have had to 
come here from my sick bed, but I am glad to say that I am 
improving. (Applause.) I have no doubt that my visit here will 
act as a tonic, and that I shall go back to my home refreshed. 

Professor Wooldridge has referred to the “ Notice to Members ” 
which is printed after the report. That was merely intended for 
members to read and digest. I do not think that we wish to 
emphasise it unduly, and I shall not trouble you by reading it; 
each member can read it by his own fireside and interpret it as 
the Council would no doubt wish him to interpret it. 

That ends the business of the annual general meeting. ; 

The annual general meeting of the Royal College then terminated 
and a general meeting of members of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund followed immediately. 


Meeting of Council, R.C.V.S. 


Election of Capt. T. M. Mitchell as President 


A meeting of Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons was held at 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, on June 
8th, 1944, at 10.30 a.m., Mr. William Nairn, retiring President, 
occupying the chair at the commencement of the proceedings. 

There were also present: Captain T. J. Bosworth, Colonel J. W. 
Brittlebank, Professor J. B. Buxton, Messrs. T. Dalling, H. W. 
Dawes, R. E. Glover, Dr. Tom Hare, Messrs. G. P. Male, A. B. 
Mattinson, J. W. McIntosh, W. R. McKinna, Professor W. C. 
Miller, Messrs. T. M. Mitchell, W. Nairn, Sir Arthur Olver, 
Messrs. J. W. Procter, L. P. Pugh, Professor J. Share Jones 
Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, Messrs, Arnold Spicer, H. W. Steele- 
Bodger, H. Sumner, J. F. D. Tutt, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge, Professor J. G. Wright. 


INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 


Professor T. J. Bosworth, Mr. R. E. Glover, Dr. T. Hare and 
Major L. P. Pugh, newly elected members of Council present for 
the first time, were introduced to the President by the Secretary. 

The Presipent: I can assure you, gentlemen, that we are all 
very pleased to have you with us. Our losses have been rather 
serious in the last year or two, and we shall be all the better for 
having the help of fresh minds to deal with the problems that 
lie ahead. I congratulate you on being supported by yout fellow- 
members in the profession, and I assure you that you will find a 
very interesting field of service to your profession in this Council. 
In the years ahead you will realise that the men who have served 
the profession before you have endeavoured to do a great deal 
more work than many people realise. I hope that you will have 
a happy experience on the Council and enjoy your work here. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been printed, 
were taken as read, and were confirmed and signed. 


Report of the Selection Committee 
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT 


The Secretary: The next business is to receive the report of 
the Selection Committee. The Selection Committee have held two 
meetings, under the chairmanship of Colonel Brittlebank. At the 
first meeting, it was resolved to nominate Mr. Nairn for re-election 
as President for the ensuing year. Mr. Nairn having subsequently 
intimated his decision not to accept re-election for health reasons, 
the Selection Committee held a second meeting and resolved to 
nominate Captain T. M. Mitchell for election as President and 
Major A. B. Mattinson for election as Junior Vice-President. : 

Lt.-Col. BrirrTLeBANK: You have heard the reason for which our 
present President has found it necessary to withdraw, and I am 
sure that you will join with me in extending to him our sincere 
sympathy, and our appreciation of his work. I do not propose to 
make a speech now, but simply to fulfil the function of my office as 
Chairman of the Selection Committee by proposing that Captain 


T. M. Mitchell be elected President of this body. I do not think 
that Captain Mitchell requires any commendation from me, | 
have known him for a good many years, and in all those years my 
admiration for him has grown. I am certain that he will lend 
dignity to the office which has been so ably filled by Mr. Nairn, 
There can be no question that if size is in amy way necessary to 
maintain order in this very orderly body, that requirement is fy. 
filled by Captain Mitchell in no small measure! 

I beg to propose that Captain Mitchell be elected President for 
the coming year. 

Captain Dawes seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The RetirntnG Presipent (Mr. Nairn): Captain Mitchell, | 
congratulate you. It is a great honour to be elected to the highest 
office which it is in the power of this Council to bestow. I have 
much pleasure in investing you with the robe of office and the chain 
of office. I wish you a very happy year in the chair, and I hope 
that you will enjoy your work. (Applause.) 

(Mr. Nairn then vacated the chair, which was taken by Captain 
T. M. Mitchell.) 

The Presipent (Captain Mitchell): In the first place I should 
like to thank you for the honour you have conferred upon me by 
electing me to the chair. I feel that very directly in more ways 
than one Colonel Brittlebank is responsible for my being here. It 
is now some 25 years or so since | first made contact with him, 
and you can imagine the fatherly way in which he encouraged a 
young man who was just being demobilised from the Army in 
1919. Almost the last words he said to me were: ‘“ Look here, 
young fellow, identify yourself with your profession; join some 
society and take part in work for the profession.” I duly followed 
that very sage advice, and that is probably the reason why I am here. 
My late principal, Dr, Bradley, probably helped on the good work, 
because when I began to identify myself with the work of the 
N.V.M.A. he encouraged me to think about work in connection 
with the Royal College. 

I take up these duties with a considerable mixture of emotions, 
The’ first of these, particularly when I scan the list of Presidents 
who have gone before me, is humility, and, coupled with that, an 
extreme sense of unworthiness. At the same time, I feel a great 
upsurging of pride, in that you have honoured me by electing me 
to this chair. The apprenticeship which I have served has perhaps 
not been a very long one. I have been on this Council for twelve 
years, and I feel as if it were only vesterday that I joined it. Had 
not it been that such able administrators as Major Dunkin, Colonel 
Walker, and my old friend and class-mate Captain Robert Simpson 
have been taken from our midst, I feel that my apprenticeship 
would have been several years longer, probably to the advantage 
of all concerned. 

However, force of circumstance and your decree place me in 
this position of responsibility, and I can only say that I will do 
my utmost and use my best endeavours to carry out the duties of 
this high office. At the same time I crave your indulgence for 
any shortcomings. I am not a politician; I am a general practi- 
tioner. I should like you to remember that I am very much more 
at home in the atmosphere of a cow-byre than in the atmosphere 
of this chamber. 

We are on the threshold of tremendous events, events which will 
have a profound influence on this country, on our profession and on 
us as individuals. The coming year is pregnant with problems of 
considerable complexity, and it is only if we approach these prob- 
lems in a harmonious spirit and with real co-operation that we shall 
ever achieve results which will redound to the benefit of this pro- 
fession and of our high calling. 

I depend, as I know that I can. on the loyalty which has evet 
been shown to the occupant of this chair, and, supported bv that 
knowledge. I go forward to the task you have set me. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 

ELECTION OF OTHER OFFICERS 


Vice-Presidents.—Lt.-Col. BritTLEBANK: The next business 
before the Council is to elect two Vice-Presidents. The Selection 
Committee nominated automatically Mr. Nairn as Senior Vice 


President and nominated Major A. B. Mattinson as the other Vice- 
President. I submit those two names and move their election. 

Lt.-Col. Stimpson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Major Mattinson: I have been taken completely by surpris¢, 
but I do wish to express my gratitude to the gentlemen 
selected me for this very important office. I have nq intention of 
making a speech now, but I give you my assurance that I shall 
give the President all the support that I possibly can, and that I 
shall endeavour faithfully to do my duty to the Council and to my 
fellow-members and to give all the help I can in the period of 
stress which lies ahead of us. You may be assured that I shal 
give my wholehearted support to all the measures which aft 
desirable in the interests of the profession. 
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Voté of Thanks to the Retiring President—The PRESIDENT: I 
wish to move from the chair that we accord a most hearty vote of 
thanks to Mr. Nairn for his services during the past year. Mr. 
Nairn has been battling with indifferent health for some time— 
probably for longer than he would like us to know—and I know 
that the duties of his office have weighed somewhat-heavily on him 
owing to his state of health. But, though the flesh may have been 
a little weak, the spirit has always been willing, and the least that 
we can do is to accord him our most grateful thanks for the work 
that he has done. (Applause.) 

Sir ARTHUR OLVER: I should like to associate myself with the 
President’s remarks. Mr. Nairn has been a tower of strength, and 
it is with very great pleasure that we see him to-day better than 
we expected to find him. I have been during the last few years a 
near neighbour of Mr. Nairn, on this Council, and I have been 
stimulated and enlivened by the Scottish caution and wit which 
he has displayed. 

The vote of thanks was carried unanimously with acclamation. 

Mr. Nairn: Thank you very much. It was a disappointment 
to me that I could not accept the first proposal of the Selection 
Committee, but I felt that I could not do justice to the work of 
this Council owing to my indifferent health, and recently when I 
had a somewhat severe attack I finally decided that the heavier part 
of my duties must cease for a time at least. But, while I shall be 
telieved of these, it does not mean that I shall lose my interest in 
the affairs of the profession or of this Council. (Applause.) I 
have endeavoured for many years to render what aid I could to 
my profession, and I have attended fairly regularly, as you know, 
the meetings of the Council. Perhaps some day a member from 
the South will take that long journey and will realise what the 
members in the North have had to face, especially during the last 
few years—a thousand miles each trip, with sometimes 17 or 18 
hours spent on the journey, with no food from the time you leave 
and none when you reach London. It makes a rather trying day! 
I do not think, however, that that has affected my health in the 
slightest; it was the general rush of work which did so. 

I have been greatly supported by the loyalty of the members of 
this Council, and, while we have had a good deal of business to 
transact, and business which has caused us considerable anxiety, 
I knew that throughout it all I had the loyal support of you all 
and your good wishes. I hope that in the years ahead—and the 
not-distant years—our profession will move wisely forward and 
make an appropriate choice which will be for the ultimate benefit 
of the profession, which I am sure we all earnestly desire. I 
thank you for your vote of thanks and for your good wishes. 
(Applause.) 

Treasurer—On the motion of Dr. SHARE JONES. seconded by 
Lt.-Col. BrirTLeRANK, Mr. J. W. McIntosh was unanimously re- 
elected Treasurer. 

Secretary and Registrar —The PresipENT: I formally move from 
the chair that Dr. Bullock be reappointed Secretary and Registrar. 
(Applause.) 

The motion was carried unan‘mouslv. 

The meeting of Council then terminated, the quarterly meeting 
following immediately. 


> 


LEAD POISONING OF SCOTTISH CATTLE 


Mr. S. Jamieson, Veterinary Investigation Officer, North of 
Scotland College of Agriculture. Aberdeen, reports that an un- 
usually large number of cases of lead poisoning in cattle have come 
to his knowledge this year. Investigation into the origin of the 
lead shows that in many instances old paint tins, and in particular 


old batteries from torches, wireless sets, etc., had been deposited 


in fields and had led to considerable losses in cattle. An appeal 
is mg to the public to show more care in the disposal of these 
articles. 


* * * * * 


The Ministry of Food has decided that after January Ist, 1945, 
no claim that a food contains vitamins may be made unless it is 
substantiated by recording on the label the accepted name of the 
Vitamin and, in proper scientific terms, the minimum quantity 
Present in a specific amount of the product. All foods, with the 
exception of fruit and vegetables, are covered by the Order, which 

provides for similar declarations in respect of claims that a 
food contains “ minerals.” The four elements, the inclusion of 


Which would justify a claim that a certain food was “rich in 
Minerals,” are calcium, iodine, iron and phosphorus and here 
again a quantitative disclosure must be made. 


Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 


General Meeting of Members 


A general meeting of members of the Victoria Veterinary. Bene- 
volent Fund was held at 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
on June 6th, 1944, at 12 noon, immediately following the annual 
meeting of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. Lt.-Col. 
J. W. Brittlebank, President, occupied the chair. 

There were also present: Captain T, J. Bosworth, Professor 
J. 8. Buxton, Messrs. T. Dalling, H. WwW, Dawes, G. Pe Male, J. W. 
McIntosh, W. R. McKinna, T. M. Mitchell, W. Nairn, Sir Arthur 
Olver, Messrs. C. W. Ottaway, H. A. Reid, Lt.-Col. P. J. Simpson, 
A. Spicer, Dr. A. W. Stableforth, Messrs. H. W. Steele-Bodger, 
J. F. D. Tutt, Professor G. H. Wooldridge, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge 
and Mr. W. G. Wragg. 

‘The Secretary read the notice convening the meeting. 

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been published 
in The Veterinary Record, were, on the motion of Lt.-Col. 
Simpson, seconded by Professor Buxton, taken as read, confirmed, 
and signed. 

Election of Officers 


President.—The PRESIDENT: The next item on the agenda is the 
election of the President. Here I make my usual speech; if you 
have any nominations, please let us have them. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: It gives me great pleasure to propose 
the re-election of Lt.-Col. Brittlebank as our President. There is 
no one in our profession who has done more for the Fund and is 
so well acquainted with its necessities as Colonel Brittlebank, and 
I feel that we should ask him to retain his office as President. 

Mr. MALE seconded the motion, which was carried unanimously 
with acclamation. 

e Presipent: Thank you very much for my re-election and 
for moving it in such kindly terms. I am delighted to be re- 
elected. I have been President for a great many years, and this is 
work which is very near to my heart, but I think that the time is 
coming when there will have to be some change. In the meantime 
I shall continue to do my best to keep this work going. (Applause.) 

Vice-Presidents.—The Secretary: The present Vice-Presidents 
are Professor Buxton, Mr. McIntosh, Mr. Male and Professor 
Wooldridge. 

Sir ARTHUR OLVER: I move that they be re-elected. 

Mr. MirTcuHELt seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Honorary Secretary: The Presipent: I beg to move formally 
that our old friend Lt.-Col. Simpson be re-elected Honorary Sec- 
retary, a position which he has filled with such eminence for so 
many years. 

Mr. McINTosH seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Lt.-Col. Simpson: Thank you, gentlemen. I will carry on for 
another year, but, as the President has said, a time will come when 
younger men will have to take over this work and carry on. : 

Honorary Treasurer: Mr. Tutt: I move that Mr. Arnold Spicer 
be re-elected Honorary Treasurer. : 

Mr. McINTosH seconded the motion, which was carried. 

The PrestpENT: We ask vou to continue in your office, Mr. 
Spicer, and to continue to carry on the work with the sympathy 
which you have always shown. 

Mr. Spicer: I shall do my best for another year, but in my case, 
even more than in that of the President and Hon. Secretary, the 
time is coming when I should give up office. 

Auditors —The Secretary: Our present Auditors are Messrs. 
Wilkinson. Chater & Co., and I can report that they do their work 
very satisfactorily. 

Mr. Mate: I move that Messrs. Wilkinson, Chater & Co., of 
28, Queen Street, London, E.C.4, be re-elected Auditors for the 
ensuing year. ; 

Mr. McIntosu seconded the motion, which was carried. 

Annual Report and Statement of Accounts 


The SecrETARY: The annual report and statement of accounts 
has been sent to all subscribers. aa : 

The Presipent: We will take it page by page, beginning with 
age 3. 
. The Secretary: The only point which ought to be emphasised 
on page 4, I think, is that in subscriptions we received only £290 
during the whole year, which was a drop of £40 on the previous 
year, and a considerable drop on the amount received in 1941. 

The PresipeNnt: The figures are there in front of you. In 1941 
we received £543 in subscriptions. ; 

The SecRETARY: The Executive Committee have not been ‘too 
much perturbed by that drop, believing that it was due to the 
upset caused by the war: and in fact our income has sufficed, 
owing to the fact that we have had far fewer applications for relief 
than we expected, to keep going our present grants. 

The PrestpENnT: It is. however, a very disturbing factor, and I 
hope that all of you will do what you can to induce people to 
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subscribe to this Fund. We have not attempted to go in for any 
— publicity, because, as the Secretary says, we believed that 
re were circumstances over which members had no control which 
were responsible. . 
’ Mr. Mitcue.v: I should like to suggest that the management of 
the Fund should explore the possibility of increasing the income 
obtained from regular subscribers by invoking the machinery which 
results in the recovery of income tax if covenants are. signed for 
seven years. If people covenant to give a subscription for seven 
years, the Fynd will then be able to recover tax, which in effect 
doubles the subscription, at the present rate of tax. I think that 
that can be a prolific source of income. 

Professor Woo.pripGe: I do not know whether that can be 
retrospective, and whether just as the claim for income tax is 
retrospective so we might claim the rebate to be retrospective. 

The Presipent: I do not think so. It dates from the date on 
which the covenant is signed. I thank Mr. Mitchell for his sug- 
geStion. 

Professor Woo.pripGE: I would call attention to the reference 
on page 4 to contributions from students. That statement is to 
my knowledge likely to give rather a false impression, although it 
is literally correct. The students of the Royal Veterinary College 
have, I know, made several substantial contributions to the Fund 
through the Ladies’ Guild, which do not appear as an individual 
item in these accounts. 

The Prestpent: Would you like that shown separately in future? 

Professor Buxton: I should be very glad if that could be done, 
because quite appreciable sums of money are collected by the 
students, and if the amount contributed by them to the Ladies’ 
Guild could be shown, the students themselves would appreciate it. 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE: At a previous meeting I asked whether 
it would be possible for us to include in this report a report of 
the proceedings of the Ladies’ Guild, and that was accepted, but 
there has not yet been time to complete their year’s work for inclu- 
sion. That will probably be included, however, in future, and 
then details such as we have referred to will be shown. 

The Presitpent: At any rate we will take care that the details 
are given. We obtained £64 quite easily for special Christmas 

ifts, in order to give these poor people a little extra comfort at 

stmas time. 

Mr. MitcuHett: I should like to suggest that perhaps a little 
more publicity would result in a more generous response. I do 
not know whether this report is circulated to all members of the 
College, but I think that if special attention were drawn to the 
work through the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. and their Secretaries 
or Councils we could probably enlarge the list of regular subscribers. 

Professor Buxton: Have all the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. 
collecting boxes? Some have, I know, and subscribe well. 

The Presipent: I think that all the Divisions have collecting 

es. 

The Secretary: This has been suggested on several occasions 
in the past 30 years. I remember, for example, that Colonel 
Simpson and others have made a special appeal at meetings of the 
Divisions of which they were Secretary or President. The only 
addition that one can suggest to what Mr. Mitchell has: said is 
that the representatives of the Benevolent Fund who are officials 
or members of the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. should make an 
appeal not once in their lifetime but once a year. I can speak for 
the officials of the Fund when I say that we accept with great grati- 
tude the evidence that is shown from the accounts that at a large 
number of meetings of Divisions of the N.V.M.A. the collecting 
box is passed round; we get a very big sum in that way. 

Professor WooLprIDGE: Would it add to the keenness and intro- 
duce a spirit of competition if the amounts collected by the 
different Divisions were put down in a list? 

The Secretary: That was done formerly, but we have no paper 
to spare. 

The PrestpentT: The Central made a very handsome collection 
recently, amounting to £19 odd, for which we have specially to 
thank Dr. Hare and the members of that body. pa 

Then we come to the list of recipients. Do you wish to discuss 
any of them? | 

The Secretary: I should like to say that we keep them con- 
stantly under review for the purpose of referring cases to the 
executive officers—the President, Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Secre- 
tary—whenever any question arises of which they ought to be 
informed, so that the Executive Committee is really constantly in 
touch with all questions relating to grants. 

The Presipent: Generally speaking our expenditure has been 
kept within our income, reduced as it has been, for which we are 
very thankful. We have had two or three very distressing cases 
quite recently. but so far we have managed to keep within the 
income available. But I do hope—and I say this in all seriousness 


—that those of us who can will do everything possible to urge 
upon members the necessity for subscribing to this Fund. Money 
seems to be very plentiful in many directions during th‘s wat, 


but after the war I think—I may be unduly pessimistic—that we 
shall encounter a good many difficulties, and there will be a great 
many calls upon us. I think that we want to be ready for that. 
Other than that, I have nothing further to say. Dr. Bullock 
has kept me and the other members of the Executive in close touch 
with everything that is going on. We can assure you that we shall 
do our level best to keep the flag flying. I now move formally the 
reception and adoption of the annual report and statement of 
accounts. 
Professor BuxTON seconded the motion, which was carried. 
Sir ARTHUR OLVER: With regard to the donations mentioned on 
page 4 of the report of the Ladies’ Guild, the Northern Ladies, 
and so on, and from the three Colleges, I think that it would be 
very helpful if a letter of thanks from this annual general mecting 
were to be sent to these bodies. They have already had an 
acknowledgment from the Secretary, but I think that a letter from 
this meeting might stimulate them to further efforts. 
The PresipenT: I think that that is an excellent suggestion and 
should be adopted. xs 
This was agreed. 


ELECTION OF TEN MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION TO SERVE 
ON THE COUNCIL 


The Secretary: The present representatives are shown on page 
2 of the report. 

The PRESIDENT: Is it your wish that they be re-elected? | 
believe that Mr. Mackenzie is very seldom able to come. 

Sir ARTHUR OLVER: He is not likely to come again. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: I propose that Mr. W. S. King be 
elected in place of Mr. Mackenzie. _ He is very keen on this type 
of work. 

Mr. MITCHELL seconded the nomination. 

Professor Buxton: I propose that Mrs. Glover, the Secretary 
of the Ladies’ Guild, be elected in the place of Mrs. Nickinson. 
I understand from Mr. McIntosh that Mrs. Nickinson is unlikely 
to be able to attend and take an active interest. 

The PresipeNnT: I put it that the present representatives be 
King be elected in 


greed. 
: Some of the Divisions of the N.V.M.A. are not 
represented. 

The Secretary: They are all entitled to nominate. 

Mr. Mate: It.seems a pity that all the Divisions heve not a 
representative, because if they had a representative they might take 
more interest in the work. 

The PresivenT: All the Divisions should be asked to nominate 
representatives. 

Votes OF THANKS 


Lt.-Col. Simpson: Before we close, I know that you. would like 
to accord a hearty vote of thanks to the President, who has presided 
over our annual meeting so well for so many years. 

The vote of thanks was carried with acclamation. ; 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: We should not leave this meeting with- 
out offering our thanks to those honorary officers who have done 
work. 

The PrestpeNT: That is exactly what I was going to say. I do 
not want to accept that vote of thanks alone; I by no means do 
all the work, and I am entirely dependent on Colonel Simpson and 
Mr. Spicer and our old friend Dr. Bullock. It would be difficult 
for me to say how much I appreciate the very kindly way and the 

thorough way in which all their work is done. (Applause.) 
meeting then terminated. 


RATIONS FOR LIVESTOCK 


In a joint announcement by the Ministry of Agriculture, the 


ent of Agriculture for Scotland and the Ministry of Food, 


The | 


it is stated that, as already announced, a special allowance of 
+ cwt. of protein feeding-stuffs may be obtained by dairy farmers 


in the autumn for each cow or heifer due to calve in October 0§- 


November. It has now been decided that this will be supplemented 
by } cwt. of cereal feeding-stuffs. Details of next winter’s live- 
stock rationing arrangements will be announced shortly. 


* * * * * 


According to the Medical Officer of Health, there has been # 
alarming incidence of non-pulmonary tuberculosis among cott# 
people in Aberdeenshire, and the General Purposes Committee cI 
the County Council decided that all premises where dairy cow 
are kept must be registered, even if only one cow is kept. 
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44 - August 12th, 1944 
t we NOTES AND NEWS 
Rreat f The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for inchusion 
in these columns. 
couch 
shall Diary of Events 
vy the | Aug. 15th.—Summer Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 
it of -V.M.A., at Bury St. Edmunds (Angel Hotel), 2 p.m. 
Aug. 17th.—Meeting of the South-Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Maidstone (Royal Star Hotel), 2.30 p.m. 
> on J Aug. 17th.—Meeting of Drafting Committee of N.V.M.A. Survey 
adies, Committee’s Report on Pig Diseases, 3 p.m.; Meeting 
ld be of Drafting Committee of Survey Committee’s Report 
eting on Calf Husbandry and Calf Diseases, 5 p.m., Station 
d an Hotel, York. 
from Aug. 17th.—Meeting of the Lincolnshire and District Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Grantham (George Hotel), 2.30 p.m. 
n and f Aug. 18th.—Meeting of N.V.M.A. Survey ittee, Station 
Hotel, York, 10.30 a.m. 
* * * 
PERSONAL 
Page} Birth—Dunwar.—On July 29th, 1944, to Pamela (née Gaud), 
a? 01 wife of Gordon M. Dunbar, M.R.c.v.s.—a son (Andrew Duncan). 
Marriage —HiGNeELL—Mortimer.—The wedding took place on 
ig. be July Ist, at St. Nicholas, King’s Lynn, Norfolk, between Joy 
» type Pauline Hignell, younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Hignell, 
of King’s Lynn, Norfolk. and Lieut. Donald Thomas Mortimer, 
RA.V.C., younger son of Mr. and Mrs. H. Mortimer, of Beccles, 
retary Suffolk. [It is regretted that, in the notice appearing in our last 
inson. § issue, the name of the bride and bride’s parents was incorrectly 
likely given as Hignett.] 
Major C. Bassett’s Appointment in Egypt—Major Clement 
Mrs. § Stephen Bassett, M.R.c.v.s., has been appointed Deputy Assistant 
Director of Veterinary and Remount Services for Egypt. Major 
Bassett, who is only 26 years of age, graduated from the “ Dick ” 
. a College in July, 1940. He volunteered for the Army while still 
at College, and was posted to the Scots Greys. Later he passed 
through the Royal Military College at Sandhurst, and in February, 
act 1941, was commissioned in the 4/7th Dragoon Guards. 
t take. Later he joined the Royal Army Veterinary Corps and served in 
the Middle East. He was attached to a veterinary hospital in . 
ninate Palestine and from there was promoted to his present post. 
id like GUY SUTTON MEMORIAL FUND 
esided} We are glad to announce the following additional donations to 
this Fund : — 
s. d. 
with- H. C. Driver, Esq ... 2.2.8 
. done _ Mrs. R. Hussey... 010 0 
ldo Hermann Marx, Esq. 3110 0 
36 4 
Previously reported 1,171 16 6 
ifficult £1,208 0 6 
nd the 
e.) % * * * * 
STOCK JUDGING STANDARDS 
“Apart from those who breed livestock as a hobby, the main 
am in keeping farm animals is to produce food at as great a profit 
a possible,” writes H. R. Davidsor’ in a recent issue of The Farmer 
e. the and Stock-Breeder, and continues: “ The production of as much 
: food as possible is only a war-time objective. In breeding livestock 
itis necessary to select young-animals which are likely to yield a 


large amount of produce in relation to the food, labour and over- 
head charges which are debited to them. The problem, therefore, 
ted Show these young stock are to be selected. 

“One line of approach is to draw on the observations of experi- 
enced livestock keepers. Over many generations they have formed 
opinions about the type of animal which has given best results. 
It is argued, with reason, that animals showing the desired type, 
by which is meant external conformation, are likely to produce 
the desired yield. 

“On the other hand, there is a second point of view which is 
on the necessity of checking assumed yields by records of 


Production of ancestors and, if possible, of progeny. Adherents 
f this point of view say that too much importance is placed on 


fancy points and on conformation which has no proved usefulness. 
Critics, on the other hand, argue that by breeding from animals 
with the highest records and ignoring conformation, you soon lose 
constitution and wearing qualities. 

The soundest modern view is that both are probably right in part. 
Under carefully controlled conditions very high yields may 
forced out of individual animals, which may not, however, be of 
the type to stand up to this treatment for long. The ideal, there- 
fore, in practice is to base selection partly on recorded yield and 
partly on a type that is likely to be hard-wearing. There are those 
who argue that hard-wearing qualities can themselves be recorded, 
but observation still carries most support. 

“So far, most judging competitions have been based on appear- 
ance only. Very occasionally the decision has been made solely 
on records. Some years ago the Ayrshire Cattle Society initiated 
classes where the first selection was made on records and the final 
awards were decided by conformation.” 


* * 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH’ FELLOWSHIPS FOR 
BRITISH UNIVERSITIES 


The Directors of Imperial Chemical Industries have offered to 
provide at nine British universities a total of 80 Fellowships to be 
held by senior workers in certain branches of science—namely, 
physics, chemistry and the sciences dependent thereon, including 
chemotherapy. The Fellowships will be of the average value of 
£600 per annum and the scheme will operate for an initial period of 
seven years. The Directors of I.C.I. have described on broad 
lines the subjects in which the Fellowships are to be held, but the 
administration of the scheme rests wholly with the universities 
and no conditions are attached by the directors to their tenure. 
The Fellows will be members of the*university staffs and will be 


_concerned only with the duties laid upon them by the universities. 


Their primary work will lie in research, but they will also it is 
hoped, take some part in university teaching. Oxford, Cambridge’ 
and London have each been offered 12 Fellowships; Glasgow, 
Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manchester and Birmingham eight each; 
and Durham four. It is hoped that by this policy there will 
emerge a body of men capable of taking high academic or industrial 
positions, thereby advancing academic research, which in the view of 
I.C.I. are indivisible and interdependent. 


* * * * 


PROPOSED REGISTER OF MEDICAL SPECIALISTS 


Recommendations of a special committee appointed by the 
General Medical Council to consider the formation and maintenance 
of a register of specialists are contained in a report recently issued 
by the Council. . 

It is recalled that the Council last February reaffirmed their view 
that it is desirable in the public interest that a statutory register 
of specialists should be formed and maintained by the Council. 
The immediate object of a register of specialists formed on this 
principle says the report, would be to provide the authorities 
responsible for the organisation of a service of specialists as part 
of the proposed new national health service, and, in particular, the 
authorities responsible for making appointments of specialists in 
that service with an authoritative and convenient means of ascer- 
taining whether any particular registered medical practitioner was 
eligible to hold such an appointment. The future object of a statu- 
tory register of specialists would be to establish and maintain a 
standard of post-graduate medical qualification and experience 
which should be such as to guarantee that registered medical practi- 
tioners who have, in the opinion of the Council, attained that 
standard could properly be recognised in the register as specialists 
by the Council. 


* * * * 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE 


Over the week-end an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease was 
confirmed among pigs at Thirsk, Yorks. 


* * * * * 


TANTALUM 


Tantalum (Ta), element 73, rare, bluish-white metal of great 
strength, and malleability, has been named “the perfect surgical 
metal ” by surgeons of the Army and Navy. It can be drawn into 
fine material for suturing nerves and tendons, made into splints for 
fractures, or moulded for rebuilding lost body structures. Although 
discovered in 1803, it was not produced commercially until 1922. 
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Tantalum is produced in Australia Sweden and Norway, and im- 
portant amounts can be mined in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 
According to the property and uses described, it should be useful 
material for veterinary surgery. —J.A.V.M.A. 


* * * 


Cuticular structures such as hair, feathers, horn, wool and hoofs, 
although generally pronounced completely indigestible, are a source 
of protein if finely ground, according to a survey of the literature 
on the nutritive value of keratins, published in Nutrition Reviews, 
for March 


SCHEME FOR THE CONTROL OF DISEASES OF 
DAIRY CATTLE 


STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF UNDERTAKINGS NOTIFIED TO THE MINISTRY 
OF AGRICULTURE DURING THE MONTH ENDED JULY 31sT, 1944 


Undertakings Notified Total Undertakings 


County During Number of Cattle 
Month Previously Number 


Cows Heifers 
ENGLAND 
Bedford 1 40 41 54 
Berks 1 103 104 2,149 
Bucks 1 93 o4 1,768 
Cambridge — 15 15 208 
Chester s 400 401 4,536 
Cumberland — 65 65 1,411 
Derby 5 318 323 5,209 
Devon 13 262 275 2,491 
Dorset 1 70 ral 1,163 
Durham 2 282 2,131 
Essex _— 255 255 5,189 
Gloucester -- 108 108 1,803 
Hampshire 4 402 406 7,647 
Hereford -= 25 25 231 
Hertford 1 7 75 1,434 
dunts 14 1 315 
sle of Ely _ 3 ’ 75 
sle of Wight 14 14 127 
Kent .. 2 152 154 2,287 
Jancs 1 205 206 1,836 
Leics . 2 96 os 1,736 
Lines (Holland) 3 38 
Lincs (Kesteven) 1 24 25 162 
vines (Lindsey) 1 104 105 1,113 
Middlesex _— 16 16 307 
Norfolk 2 189 191, 4,030 
Northants 1 81 82 ‘ 1,574 
1 65 1,086 
Notts . 2 155 157 2,079 
Oxford 1 42 43 1,142 
Rutland -- s 92 
Salop 1 e 278 279 4,035 
s of Peterborough 1 1 31 
Somerset... 3 241 2,876 
Stafts 2 215 217 3,374 
Suffolk, E —_ 95 95 1,629 
uffolk, W. a 51 51 631 
Surrey 1 110 lll 1,461 
Sussex, E. _ 179 179 2,613 
Sussex, W _— 142 142 § 2,195 
Warwick 3 132 135 1,929 
Westmorland _ 14 14 506 
Wilts .. _— 93 93 1,785 
Worcester ee 162 162 1,534 
Yorks, E.R. . ° 2 101 103 912 
Yorks, N.R. _— 118 118 1,457 
‘ 4 267 271 2,553 
WALES 
Anglesey — 44 44 765 531 
Brecon 199 108 
Caernarvon 112 1,791 968 
Cardigan 28 4 352 
‘armarthen 7 235 242 4,297 2,195 
Denbigh — 62 62 1,318 669 
Flint . 1 117 118 2,610 1,155 
Glamorgan 1 1, 619 
Merioneth _— 10 10 125 68 
Monmouth — 53 53 1,257 738 
Montgomery _ 17 17 326 243 
Pembroke 85 1,601 f, 
‘TOTALS 69 6,759 6,828 176,532 94,356 


Notes.—(1) Operative pans of undertakings: 1 year, 1,358; 2 years, 600; 
3 years, 4,8 0. (2) Undertakings renewed for a further period : r 


2 years, 3 (3) not renewed at end of operative 
peri 365. (4) e figur of undertakings notified during 
the month relate to fresh and do not include undertakings 


renewed for a further iod. 
Undertakings which have been cancelled or not renewed are not included in the 


figures for previous notifications. 


August 12th, 1944 | 
Undertakings Notified Total Undertakings 
County Number of Cattle 
During Previously Number 
Month Cows Heifers No 
SCOTLAND 
Aberdeen 1 27 28 1,232 42: 
Angus 21 21 812 305 
Argyll — 6 6 113 115 
Ayr _ 39 39 1.257 955 The 
Banff . _— 4 4 121 42 
Berwick — 2 2 53 23 
Clackmannan ane 6 6 10 148 
Dumfries _ 14 14 744 613 
Du nbarton .. _ 3 3 105 86 
Best Lothian 3 145 388 Nor 
ife 5 35 1,352 535 
Inverness -- 10 10 9 192 _ 
Kincardine 5 5 231 12g the 
Kin -- 3 3 59 32. farmin 
Kirkcudbright 16 16 939 736 c 
Lanark 20 20 683 456 
Midlothian — 1 1 44 69 finfecti 
Nairn. . 1 1 14 that th 
Peebles 4 4 21 observ 
ws _ 33 33 752 428 metriti 
Ross-shire 3 3 so 55 
Roxburgh — — fever, 1 
tirling ee 29 29 s4s 648 
Sutherland 5 5 121 75 
West Lothian 1 I 23 is where 
Wigtown 26 26 1,714 885 the 
numbe 
Torts 1 326 327 12,418 7,549 ffin the 
applied 
own re 
Notes.—{1) Euration of undertakings: 1 year, 51; 2 years, 37; 3 years, 230§0r sold 
(2) Undertakings renewed for a further period (included in column x of state Duri 
ment): 1 year, 31; 2 years, 4; 3 years, 4. (3) ae expired and dition 


renewed (not included in column 2 of statement): 47. (4) The figures showi 
number of undertakings notified during the month ae to entirely fresiaffectec 
un akings. cause. 


* * the cli 


The new chemical, D.D.T., a complete killer of lice, was bei 
tried out with mosquitoes, and he had hopes of its ‘success.— 
Lord Swinton, Minister Resident in West Africa. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for inclusid profess: 
in these columns. Trich 

_The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the per: 
views of the writer ly and must not be taken as expressing the opinion 
having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 


* * * * * 


CONTROL OF UNQUALIFIED PRACTICE 


Sir,—Like contagious bovine abortion, unqualitied practice 
only be controlled. The eradication of both is a long-term policy 
and a hope of the future. As I have stated before in these colum 
we could and should be generous to those for whose creation | 
the past our profession has largely been responsible—the unquali 
assistant. 

Measures which I have so far seen towards ending the spread 
an admitted evil have not impressed me, and have savoured 
much of homoeopathy—with all due respect to the exponents 
th’s branch of medicine. The forthcoming enquiry is primarill 
for the benefit of the public, not of the profession, and in the | 
run it will be found that the best answer to the charlatan is to pro 
to the public that the qualified man is the superior. The field 
preventive medicine is waiting for us to do so—with the cal 
vaccination scheme as a start in this all important branch. 

But in the meantime I would refuse to recognise and rec 
anyone not qualified, until his or her ability had been proved 
an examination on the lines of the State Board in the U.S. A. 
and those successful therein made liable to disciplinary action in 


itcanno 

event of any misdemeanour. ie of 
Yours faithfully, the dia 
“ Rothiemurchus,” J. F. D. ag 
St. Cross, Winchester. * Pre: 
July 25th, 1944. Farm Ir 
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